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Annual Regional Scientific Programming

During the period of 2016 to 2024, WFNR/South
America organized 50 events with significant remote
and in-person attendance. These programs were
based out of different regions of Brazil, such as
Brasilia, Belo Horizonte, Fortaleza, Amazonia, Rio de
Janeiro, Salvador, and Sao Luis. Over these eight and
a half years, over 2,050 original studies generated in
South America were presented to attendees from all
over the continent: 186 papers in 2016; 241 2017;
262 in 2018; 226 in 2019; 372 in 2020; 232 in
2021; 269 in 2022; 266 in 2023. Similar events have
already taken place to date in 2024, with additional
programming scheduled for the second semester of
this year into next year.

The aim has always been for WFNR’s mission

and commitment to forging alliances and sharing
knowledge to reach as many professionals and
practitioners as possible, and these events helped
bridge geographic distances and cultural gaps. The
feedback has consistently been positive, and although
the meetings are organized in Brazil, we ensure that
they are accessible to participants in all corners of
South America via invites and links to join the online
forums and live presentations.
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Regional World Events

Another aspect of WFNR’s presence in South America
is the larger events. In 2021, on the 25th anniversary
of the WFNR, an international conference was
organized in South America, with speakers from five
continents, many from WFNR, such as Thomas Platz,
Nirmal Surya, Stephanie Clarke, Jorge Hernandez,
Mayoma Owolabi, Barbara Wilson, Chris Giza among
others. There were over 850 attendees from all parts
of the world and from various medical specialties and
subspecialties, such as physicians, nurses, therapists,
educators.

For 2025, the First Latin American WFNR Congress on
Neuroplasticity and Neurorehabilitation is scheduled
for May 7 — 9. This will be the first such congress

of the WFNR in Latin America and will be entirely
in-person. The expectation is that attendance will be
as robust as the 2021 event, which was held while
still in the midst of the COVID pandemic. A number of
high-profile speakers have already confirmed, such
as the ones who spoke at the previous congress with
additional names, like Stanislas Dehaene, Shari Wade,
and Mariano Sokolvsky, representing researchers

and clinicians from many subspecialties of
neurorehabilitation and neuroplasticity. The website
has been launched and the scientific program will be
finalized over the next few months. This is an exciting
opportunity for WFNR, Latin America, and international
professionals, to come together in the spirit of the
Federation: to share experiences, forge new alliances,
and grow as a global community.
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Welcome to the First Latin American WFNR Congress on Neurorehabilitation
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