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Osterreichische Gesellschaft fir Neurorehabilitation





SIG “Spinal Cord”

Report of the Chairman

During 2006 the SIG has started with 2 projects:

1. The first project has set to work during September 2006. As it is reported in the annual report of the Austrian society at that time the chairman has participated the board meeting of the Danube group during the EFNS meeting in Glasgow. As a result of this meeting it was decided to establish a small core group to test the idea of a kind of call centre for spinal cord rehabilitation. This centre is the hub of a network comprising persons interested and experienced in belonging fields of spinal cord rehabilitation, which can distribute inquiries and mediate responses in a little while. Moreover and in particular it can give information and recommendations concerning specialised rehabilitation clinics. Most important are not only to collect, to bring up-to-date and distribute the contact (mail-) addresses in the network but also to be informed and to inform about the scientific and practical activities of all participants. The reason to establish for the time being this network inside the Danube group was on the one side the geographical vicinity and on the other side the urging demand of contemporary neurorehabilitation of spinal cord diseases in the eastern- Europe countries. I hope to report about usability and success during the next meeting, the next WCNR at least. If it works well it is intended to enlarge the system and to add further hubs. Yet the virtual call centre is established in the Neurological Centre “Rothschild-foundation Maria Theresien Schlössel” and can be reached via heinrich.binder@wienkav.at. Further participants of the group are: M. Pinter (Vienna), M. Dimitrijevic (Houston), Z. Kadanka (Brno), M. Opala (Katowice), A.Guecht (Moscow), S. Csziba (Zcegedin), A. Costa (Thessalonica), L. Saltuari (Hochzirl), F. Gerstenbrand (Vienna), M. Emre (Istanbul), K.v.Wild (Münster)      

2. The second project is the yearly organization of teaching courses, workshops, a kind of summer school in the end with the proposed title “spinal cord rehabilitation: science meets practice”. 2007 we will begin with a teaching course organised in cooperation of OEGNR and the Danube group during the annual meeting of the OEGNR in Vienna. Further teaching courses will be organised also attached to the meetings of the Danube group but also separate offered. We hope it will be possible to spread this idea and to reach a regular established summer school which alternate perhaps between Europe, America, Asia, Africa, and Australia.
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