PRESS ANNOUNCEMENT

A prestigious international group of neuroscientists, musicians, educators, and therapists has taken an important initiative to form a new society that will be dedicated to advancing the study of music and the brain with an applied emphasis. Brain research in music has taken off in the past 15 years and has produced very exciting and at times stunning new insights and understandings of how the brain works in music. 

The new society – named International Society for Clinical Neuromusicology -  will support and help advance such research efforts with a special emphasis: the society  has a particular interest in advancing applied brain research in  music  that is focused on  medicine and rehabilitation, all forms of music education and music learning,  and the benefits of music in childhood development. To support that end, the society will also support basic research efforts to understand the neurobiological foundations of music in the brain. 

‘We want to help advance any understanding how music educates and re-educates the brain, in musicians, patients, young children, students, in all of society’, states Michael Thaut, new president of the society, Dean of the School of the Arts, and professor of music and professor of neuroscience  at Colorado State University. 

‘The society does not compete  with other research initiatives or units in music and brain research rather than sees its role to help support all existing efforts and provide a forum for the exchange and development of new ideas’, says Professor Klaus von Wild, neurosurgeon and Secretary General of the International Academy of Multidisciplinary Neurotraumatology.  

The society membership is open to all professionals and students in the fields of music and neuroscience who want to support these aims. A broad interdisciplinary membership and participation is highly encouraged and welcomed. To exemplify this philosophy, the vice president of the society, Prof Eckart Altenmueller, is a neurologist and professionally trained musician working at the University for Music and Drama in Hannover, Germany, and the new secretary general,  Prof. Volker Hoemberg, holds numerous international leadership positions  in neurologic rehabilitation.   

The society plans to advance applied brain research in music through meetings, print publications, and by supporting existing efforts in research and dissemination of information. The first meeting will be held in conjunction with the World Congress of the World Federation of Neurologic Rehabilitation in Rio de Janeiro, September 2008.  

