In the last decade or two we have seen an enormous increase in clinical trials and knowledge in neurorehabilitation. What we, however, lack is an evidence-based transfer into clinical practice. Clinicians and therapists are faced with the results of many clinical trials, but they are not offered a picture that merges the variety of results into would could be a clinical pathway that supports evidence-based clinical decision making, e.g. to decide which therapy to choose for whom, in which phase of recovery and/or severity of impairment.��An international group is currently formed that will address this issue in different domains with similar methodology across groups.�


As a first step, the evidence that is systematically searched for the development of clinical pathways will include stroke and spinal chord injury as diagnoses because specific rehabilitation techniques for these conditions have more extensively been investigated. �


A systematic review including Cochrane reviews, meta-analyses and randomised controlled trials will serve as primary sources of evidence for each addressed clinical domain. �


While the development of clinical pathways will be based on these evidence sources that shall be summarised and commented, it will not fulfil criteria of a systematic review in a strict sense. The innovative contribution of each pathway will rather be to bridge the gap between clinical evidence and clinical decision making. Emphasis will be given to deduce specific information from the above mentioned evidence sources that can be used for clinical decision making. �


The clinical pathways will answer the question which rehabilitation technology / treatment is beneficial for which specific impairment-constellation. The term "specific" alludes to the type and severity of impairment and activity limitation as well as diagnosis and chronicity of the disease. �


It is clear that the development of such algorithms needs to take into account the rehabilitation professionals' clinical situation. Information that is to be used for clinical decision-making should be readily available for clinicians. ��In case you wished to support the work by joining the SIG please contact T. Platz at t.platz@nrz-greifswald.de for further information.��Thomas Platz��Priv.-Doz. Dr.med. Thomas Platz�Chefarzt, Abt. neurologische Rehabilitation u. Frührehabilitation am NRZ Greifswald gGmbH Aninstitut der Ernst-Moritz-Arndt-Universität Karl-Liebknecht-Ring 26 a�17491 Greifswald�Tel: +49 (03834) 871-201�Fax: +49 (03834) 871-226�email t.platz@nrz-greifswald.de�web sites �http://userpage.fu-berlin.de/~tplatz/�NRZ: www.nrz-greifswald.de�competence net stroke: www.kompetenznetz-schlaganfall.de �SPASM consortium website: www.spasmproject.org





